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Patient Safety

SM Patient(s) taking warfarin that had 3 or more prothrombin timetestsin last 6 reported
9000006 months.

Theinternational normalization ratio (INR) should be determined at |east weekly during the initiation of
warfarin therapy and monthly when the patient is stable (1). For the purpose of thisrule, it is assumed
that all patients receiving warfarin therapy are taking maintenance therapy; monthly INR determination at
minimum would be recommended. ThisisaClass I* recommendation from the ACC/AHA/ESC
Guidelines for the Management of Patients with Atria Fibrillation (1). The consensus opinion of experts
was the primary source of our recommendation for three or more prothrombin time tests at minimum
every 6 months for patients taking warfarin.
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